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www.richmondprc.org

Advocacy Campaigns
Including support for
affordable housing, Chew
On This, anti- racism, and
Art for Social Change

Website & Social Media
• Over 900 web visits/month
• 2,200 Facebook followers
• 1600 Twitter followers

• Housing
• Transportation
• Mental Health
• Childcare

RASC Poem on Mental Heath

4 Priorities

Collage on mental health

2021 by the numbers

GREETINGS FROM THE MAYOR:

On behalf of City Council and the residents of Richmond, I would like to
extend sincere greetings and welcome everyone to the Richmond Poverty
Reduction Coalition Annual General Meeting, being held on June 2, 2022.
The Richmond Poverty Reduction Coalition (RPRC) is a group of community
volunteers comprised of Richmond residents, agencies and community
organizations. Since its inception, the RPRC has dedicated itself to reducing
poverty through public education, workshops and strongly advocating for
low-income residents. I would like to commend all the volunteers who have
dedicated much of their time and effort in this worthwhile cause. We are certainly a better
community because of organizations such as the RPRC.
Please accept my best wishes for continued growth and success.

Malcolm D. Brodie
Mayor
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REPORT FOR 2021

Second Annual General Meeting - Held June 2, 2022
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - DE WHALEN
I am pleased to provide the President’s annual report to our members, our sta ,
funders, and friends. The Richmond Poverty Reduction Coalition is “a coalition of
Richmond residents and agencies working together to reduce poverty and the
impacts of poverty with research, projects, and public education.”
This statement remains our reason for being, and it will continue to guide our work in
the community. But tonight, we will be asking members for their approval on a
constitutional statement more in keeping with Canadian Revenue Agency rules.
That’s right, the RPRC has applied for charitable status! If we are successful, our
ability to apply for grants to fund poverty reduction initiatives, greatly increases. As
well, we would be able to provide charitable tax receipts to donors.
Since the RPRC was established as a non-pro t society in July 2020, we have
advocated on many issues of importance to Richmond residents experiencing
poverty, including seniors, women, single parents, newcomers, people with
disabilities, BIPOC individuals, LGBTQ2S individuals, and people on income
assistance.
In 2021 the RPRC advocated to the Provincial government to made changes in
policies around housing, transportation, mental health, and childcare, to:
• mandate municipal governments to prioritize non-market rental housing over
market-purchase condos and townhouses;
• mandate a government policy that would attach rent to the unit, not the
tenant;
• introduce free transit for 12-18 years and sliding scale for low-income people;
• withdraw the transit nes program;
• add a speci c number of psychologist’s visits per year to MSP for any person
who needs this type of care and increase resources and funding to provide
these services; and
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• expand the $10 a Day Childcare program to all Richmond non-pro t
childcare providers.

In 2021 we also advocated to the City of Richmond to immediately act on four
priorities to reduce and prevent poverty in Richmond, to:
• create a community poverty action table that includes people with lived
experience;
• provide adequate sta ng resources to undertake this work;
• develop and implement a poverty lens to support City strategies and policies;
and
• actively seek funding opportunities to advance this work.
Regarding local a ordable housing initiatives, in November 2021, the RPRC wrote to
the City of Richmond to fully support Caring Place Society’s redevelopment proposal.
Our collective e orts have yielded results! The RPRC is a stakeholder organization
with the City’s Poverty Action Table. We continue to encourage the City to fast track
a ordable rental housing. We actively participate on two ‘sister’ tables, the
Richmond Food Aid Delivery Coalition and Richmond Homeless Connect, to ensure
our homeless and at-risk residents are fed and clothed and that they know Richmond
cares.
And in every area, at every opportunity, RPRC members make sure the public
and our governments know that poverty is not inevitable.
In addition to deciding priorities and actions at our monthly members’ network
meetings, the RPRC takes on one project at a time. In 2021 we completed our “Art
for Social Change” project that brought innovative ideas to the public and local
decision makers about changes low-income residents want to see in their
community. This project became the model for a successful collaboration with
Richmond Centre for Disability called “Leadership Through Art”. In fact, the skit
“Saba Road Olympics” gave us the inspiration for our current project!
Our 2022 project is called, “Improving Pedestrian Safety in Richmond through Vision
Zero Strategies.” We are collaborating with VCH and the City’s Transportation
Department to produce a research report and we are training people with lived
experience to be project assistants. It is very exciting! Our project coordinator
Athena Estremadura will say a few words about it later on.
Thank you all, for your passion and commitment. I look forward to working with you
to make Richmond a better place for everyone!
Respectfully submitted,
Deirdre Whalen
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT - DEB TURNER
By the end of 2021 RPRC had a total of 28 members including:
• Board - 4
• Individuals - 14
• Organizations - 10
Since 2020, the membership number has doubled. In addition there were 2
Permanent Observers who attend Network meetings, provide advice and share
information with the coalition. Their role is described in the Network terms of
reference. Roughly half of the membership attended the Network meetings each
month. Due to the pandemic, these meetings continued to be held via Zoom, so this
level of participation allowed meetings to run smoothly. In addition to my role as
membership director, I participated in board monthly meetings as well the response
to CRA on the application for charitable status.
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