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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE - DE WHALEN 
I am so pleased to deliver this message to you - our members, staff, funders, and 
friends. The RPRC is “a coalition of Richmond residents and agencies working 
together to reduce poverty and the impacts of poverty with research, projects, and 
public education.”


2020 marked a milestone for the RPRC when we evolved from a committee hosted 
by the Richmond Food Bank to a registered non-profit society. Thanks to the Food 
Bank for their continued support over the years! This huge change in status brought 
with it the need to establish a constitution and bylaws, a board of directors, terms of 
reference and various processes to enable our new society to function.


And we all pulled together to do this in the midst of the COVID pandemic! Despite the 
many challenges the pandemic presented, the RPRC continued to do its work in the 
community.


The RPRC takes on one project at a time. We maintained staff and operational 
support for our “Dialogue” project with the low-income lived experience group called 
the Richmond Advocacy & Support Committee or RASC. The RASC uses art literacy 
(poetry, spoken word, song, skits) for social change. In 2020, the RASC took on the 
task of investigating barriers to accessibility and mounting a public forum. Due to 
COVID, they had to pivot to a virtual public forum in October 2020. You can find it on 
YouTube at “Art for Social Change 2020: RASC Exhibition & Variety Show.” Thanks to 
our project coordinator Jessica Smart-Abbey and admin support Theresa Head for 
making this all happen! 


I’d like to show one of the skits they did, called The Saba Road Olympics. It shows 
how hard it is for people with disabilities to get across No. 3 Road in 15 seconds. The 
purpose of this art for social change is it shows in a humorous way, how the city 
could make crosswalks more accessible.


Our project work takes much of RPRC’s resources and attention, and we have 
learned that lived experience stories have a huge impact on encouraging systemic 
change. And to keep our work focused, the RPRC membership also meets monthly 
and decides our priorities and actions. Since we became a registered non-profit in 
July 2020, the RPRC has recommended improvements and initiatives on the 
following issues:
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• Increasing Minimum wage for low-wage workers (mostly women)  


• Increasing Income Assistance (IA and PWD) and shelter portion  


• National Disability benefit for all Canadians with disabilities  


• Establishing a Living Wage for City contracted workers  


• Supportive Housing for homeless Richmond residents  


• Creation of below-market purpose-built rentals  


• Expanding the $10 A Day Child care program  


 


Thank you for your passion and commitment to the RPRC. I look forward to working 
with each of you in the coming years!


SECRETARY’S REPORT - LYNNE FADER 

In 2020, when setting up the RPRC, a file storage system was developed with 
backup to fulfill the requirements of the BC Societies Act.  Records to be kept are 
described in the Act and must retained for 10 years or until they are no longer 
needed, whichever is longer.  Each month, new files are added to this storage 
system.  I also record the minutes for each board meeting as well as the AGM.  After 
each AGM, I will complete the filing of records with the BC Societies Registrar.


MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT - DEB TURNER 

By the end of 2020 RPRC had a total of 13 members including:


• Board - 4


• Individuals - 5


• Organizations - 4


A major accomplishment achieved in 2020 was the development of the terms of 
reference (ToR) for the RPRC Network.  A working group drafted the ToR, the board 
reviewed them and the members of the Network agreed to adopt them.  The ToR are 
to be reviewed every 2 years, so they will be looked at again in December 2022. 
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Richmond Poverty 
Reduction Coalition - 
2020 by the numbers

Advocated in over 6 
campaigns including Chew 
on This; RASC postcards; 
Homelessness Action 
Week; RENT; Richmond 
Non-pro!t Organization 
space needs; and Metro 
Vancouver All On Board 
for transit 

Incorporated under 
the BC Societies Act 
on July 24, 2020

Oct. 2020 - Hosted 
RASC public forum - 
Accessibility - Bringing 
Everyone Together
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