Poverty
Reduction
Coalition

City of Richmond
6911 No. 3 Road
Richmond BC
VoY 2C1

September 26, 2021

Dear Mayor Malcolm Brodie & Councillors:

Re: National Homelessness Action Week October 10-16, 2021

On behalf of the Richmond Poverty Reduction Coalition (RPRC), and as the lead organization for

Richmond Homeless Connect, | am writing today to reguest that the City of Richmond declare that
the week of October 10-16. 2021, be known as “Homelessness Action Week.”

The RPRC is “a coalition of Richmond residents and agencies working together to reduce poverty
and the impacts of poverty with research, projects and public education.” One of the RPRC’s policy
statements is to “work actively to end homelessness and advocate for a comprehensive affordable
housing plan for those who rent and a plan for wraparound supportive services for those who need
extra supports to participate in the community.”

Richmond’s Homeless Count in March 2020 stated 85 homeless individuals, a 21% increase since the
last count in 2017 (70 people). This increase is not unique to Richmond. It is a trend we are seeing
throughout Metro Vancouver.

Richmond outreach workers report the number of 85 as an undercount and they estimate about 200
individuals are homeless in Richmond. This is disturbing, especially in light of the addition of 90+
beds with the first modular housing project, Salvation Army shelter, and the ERC. We hope the
opening of a second modular housing project will help to reduce the number of homeless individuals.
The RPRC recognizes the good work of the City of Richmond. However, eliminating homelessness
requires understanding of people’s complex needs, as well as supporting resources that allow residents
to be housed and live complete and valued lives.

The RPRC offers a suggested Declaration, as attached. Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

MUL@\»

De Whalen
President, RPRC

cc. RPRC Board of Directors

c/o #100-5800 Cedarbridge Way, Richmond, BC V6X 2A7 www.richmondprc.org



http://www.richmondprc.org/

DECLARATION OF HOMELESSNESS ACTION WEEK

OCTOBER 10-16, 2021

WHEREAS homelessness impacts people in every part of British Columbia, and swift action is
needed to address the root causes of homelessness and to help those without homes, and

WHEREAS the City of Richmond has engaged in a Poverty Reduction project that will explore
and develop policies and investments designed to break the cycle of poverty including issues
around precarious housing and homelessness, and

WHEREAS the City of Richmond will develop a housing action plan with coordinated access to
move beyond reactive emergency responses to homelessness towards a coordinated, effective
approach that prevents people from becoming homeless in the first place, and

WHEREAS the COVID-19 pandemic, the opioid overdose crisis and rising awareness of
systemic racism, in addition to homelessness, have highlighted the need to address the
disproportionate impacts these issues have on disadvantaged and marginalized communities,
and

WHEREAS effective action to reduce homelessness and promote social inclusion requires all
levels of government to work with individuals, non-profit organizations, Indigenous and
community groups, and private sector representatives to find solutions that will bring down
barriers that hold people back, deliver supports that lift people up, and make the City of
Richmond better and more inclusive for everyone;

We now proclaim and declare that October 10-16, 2021, shall be known as “Homelessness
Action Week.”

Sincerely,

MUI(A@\»

De Whalen, President RPRC
cc. RPRC Directors
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