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January 29, 2021

Hon. Nicholas Simons,

Minister of Social Development & Poverty Reduction,
BC Legislature Offices

Victoria, BC

Sent by Email

Re: Reinstate the $300 supplement for people on income assistance (IA), and persons with
disabilities (PWD)

On behalf of the Richmond Poverty Reduction Coalition (RPRC) I am writing today to urge
the BC government to reinstatement and maintain ongoing, the $300 supplement for people on
IA and PWD. The decrease to $150/ month with no guarantee of future monthly supplements is
unfair to our most vulnerable residents.

For your interest, the RPRC is non-profit society which is comprised of “a coalition of
Richmond residents and agencies working together to reduce poverty and the impacts of
poverty with research, projects and public education.”

Our members include individuals as well as organizations that serve residents at the food bank,
the faith community, family services, and programs for people who are disabled, or are
experiencing mental health challenges. Our main concern is the $300/ month supplement made
incredible changes to their everyday lives and the claw back is moving people backwards. Here
are some stories of how the $300 made a difference:

* [ can pay my rent and even buy groceries for my family;

* I can take my child’s dog to the vet;

* I can go for a real haircut and grab a hamburger for lunch;

* I lost my front-line service job due to COVID and this helps make up my PWD income;
* I can spend my money in local shops and keep people employed;

* My money stays in the community and it helps me feel I belong;

* Idon’tneed to rely on local social services as much so I can help non-profits cope.

c/o Richmond Food Bank Society, #100-5800 Cedarbridge Way, Richmond, BC V6X 2A7
www.richmondprc.ca




Mr. Simons, the RPRC urges you as minister of SDPR to actively advocate for the
reinstatement of the $300 monthly supplement to people on IA and PWD. Please ensure that
BC government includes this increase in their budget so that it is an ongoing commitment and
may not be easily taken back in future years.

Should you have any comments of questions, please feel free to contact the undersigned at
info@richmondprc.org. Thank you for your attention to this matter. We look forward to your

reply.

Sincerely,

Deirdre Whalen
President, Richmond Poverty Reduction Coalition

cc. Hon. John Horgan, Premier of BC
RPRC Members & Directors
Richmond MLA’s

c/o Richmond Food Bank Society, #100-5800 Cedarbridge Way, Richmond, BC V6X 2A7
Tel 604-205-4700 www.richmondprc.ca




